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OCTOBER HOURS: We are open 

through Oct. 31st. Wed-Sun 10 am 
to 5 p.m., Closed Mon. and Tues.

Plant Sale!Plant Sale!
30% OFF
Trees and Shrubs

30% OFF
Perennials and Herbs

COME CHECK COME CHECK 
OUR SALE TABLE!OUR SALE TABLE!

Fall and Fall and 
Halloween Halloween 
decordecor
Elaborate witch’s hats
Mummies and Ghouls
Rats, Cats and Spiders
Much more, from the
creepy to the sublime

By Tom Ayres
Senior Staff Writer

The Ottauquechee River Trail 
(ORT), which meanders 
along an accessible, flat, 

family- and senior-friendly path 
beside the fields and riverside of 
east Woodstock for nearly three 
miles, recently marked its first year 
as a favored locale for hikers and 
casual walkers alike throughout the 
region.

After nearly 20 years as a con-
cept first put forward by landscape 
architects consulting with the Two 
Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional 
Commission — and a year of plan-
ning and execution by a dedicated 
team of community volunteers that 
began in the summer of 2019 — the 
ORT opened to the public on Labor 
Day 2020. The easy trek through 
an engaging riparian ecosystem 
follows the Ottauquechee River’s 
bank, allowing hikers to walk on 
a mowed path with ready access 
to several scenic river viewpoints, 
before returning through wooded 
areas and fields to the trailhead at 
East End Park — itself a new go-
to site on Woodstock’s recreational 
landscape that also opened on La-
bor Day 2020.

“We are a year old and peo-
ple love it,” said Tom Weschler, a 
lead volunteer with the ORT proj-
ect who first 
helped con-
vene commu-
nity members 
interested in 
establishing, 
maintaining, 
and using the 
trail two years 
ago. “We 
have had me-
chanical trail 
counters there 
measuring for 
a couple of 
weeks at a time 
this past sum-
mer and we 
are averaging 
500 users each 
week, which 
is awesome,” 
Weschler add-
ed last week.

Ottauquechee River Trail marks 
active, successful first year

A handcrafted, rough-hewn bench, featuring timber milled from a 134-year-old maple that had toppled in a windstorm on Mt. Tom, offers a contemplative 
retreat at a river access point along the Ottauquechee River Trail. Benches at 10 scenic river viewpoints along the ORT were built by staff from the Marsh 
Billings Rockefeller National Historic Site and members of the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps this past summer.               Photo Provided

Ottauquechee River Trail volunteers Wendy Jackson, Fred 
Schlabach, and Jim Sadwith assemble a picnic table from a 
kit that Schlabach, an East Pomfret carpenter, designed after 
sourcing local wood. Picnic tables were installed this past 
summer at 10 river access points along the ORT. Photo Provided

A self-described “trail geek,” 
Development Director Randy 
Richardson with the Upper 
Valley Trails Alliance, has 
been a lead volunteer with the 
Ottauquechee River Trail and 
presently serves as the ORT 
trail manager. 

Courtesy of Upper Valley Trails Alliance

One of those frequent users — 
and the volunteer trail manager for 
the ORT — is Randy Richardson, a 
longtime Woodstock resident who 

works as the 
development 
director for the 
Upper Valley 
Trails Alli-
ance (UVTA), 
a Nor-
w i c h - b a s e d 
organization 
that advocates 
for the use, 
maintenance, 
and develop-
ment of trails 
throughout the 
region through 
e d u c a t i o n , 
outreach, and 
s t ewardsh ip 
a c t i v i t i e s . 
The ORT is 
a member of 
the alliance. 
R icha rdson , 

a self-described “trail-obsessed 
geek,” is passionate about his life-
style and work life — and especial-
ly about the OTR now flourishing 
in his hometown of Woodstock, 
where he hikes and walks area 
trails virtually every day.

“I got involved with the ORT 
simply as a citizen interested in 
opening up different options in the 
area for people and not in my ca-
pacity as a staff member at UVTA,” 
Richardson said Sunday. “I espe-
cially like that the ORT is such a 
different trail for this area because 
it is more accessible. Before my 
mom and dad both died, I was al-
ways looking for places for them 
to walk as they got older and strug-
gled with their health. The ORT is 
the kind of trail I wished we’d had 
then, so we didn’t have to do our 
walking together along roadways 
like Old River Road, especially at 
this time of year when there is so 
much traffic on the roads,” Rich-
ardson continued.

Richardson’s initial connection 

with Weschler and the other volun-
teers working on the ORT concept 
was fortuitous. It meant that the 
ORT organizers were able to tap 
into UVTA’s expertise and support 
services early on, both Weschler 
and Richardson said.

“The UVTA is the group we 
went to for advice and support to 
do the original trail construction,” 
Weschler offered. “They helped 
us with the overall trail layout and 
with building the bog bridg-
es. The ORT contin-
ues to maintain a 
membership with 
UVTA, which 
gives us access 
to their tools 
i n v e n t o r y , 
too — saws, 
trail tools of 
various kinds. 
UVTA is a 
huge resource 
that is vital to 
us.”

R i c h a r d -
son explained 
that ORT or-
ganizers and 
their UVTA 
allies opt-
ed to create 
“a relatively 
low- impac t 
trail” along 
the Ottau-
quechee. “A 
lot of times 
when you are putting in a trail you 
are actually doing what we call lay-
ing tread — you’re trying to scuff 
up the surface and trying to make 
it a dirt-hardened surface, which 
means taking off the top layer of 
soil and compacting the trail. The 
idea with the ORT was to simply 
make it a mowed trail — and be-
cause it is so flat for the most part, 
you don’t have to worry about ero-
sion on that kind of trail. We now 
have a contract with someone to 
maintain mowing on the trail, and 
we maintain some other portions of 
it, such as some of the river view-
points and the somewhat steep-
er section at the trailhead, where 
we’ve installed a ramp and steps, 
with UVTA staff and volunteer as-

sistance.”
Richardson also cited UVTA’s 

role in mapping the ORT course 
and in negotiating with landowners 
along the trail for access and per-
mission to cross privately owned 
lands, including those held by Sun-
set Farm, the Woodstock Resort 
Corporation, the Town of Wood-
stock wastewater facility, and the 
former Jaynes, Berge & Wright 
partnership, which sold its proper-

ty near East End Park to 
East End Partners 

earlier this year. 
East End Park 

itself, which 
is steward-
ed by the 
Woodstock 
C o m m u -
nity Trust, 
is also a 
collaborat-
ing proper-
ty owner, 
We s c h l e r 
pointed out.

A r e a 
youths have 
played vi-
tal roles in 
the con-
s t ruc t ion , 
upgrading, 
and mainte-
nance of the 
ORT over 
the past 16 
m o n t h s , 

both Richardson and Weschler not-
ed. “We have the High School Trail 
Corps at UVTA,” Richardson said, 
speaking of a series of one-week, 
intensive summer camps where 
high school students from through-
out the Upper Valley learn trail 
building skills and teamwork while 
connecting with each other and the 
natural world.  UVTA did a com-
bination of leading volunteers of 
all ages on trail work on the week-
ends and had our professional staff 
and Trail Corps during the week 
building the steps and ramp at the 
beginning of the trail and the con-
struction of the bog bridges along 
the way,” Richardson said. “The 

See RIVER TRAIL - Page 3D

The logo for the Ottauquechee 
River Trail was designed by Wood-
stock Union High School senior 
Tom Bissaillon last spring as part 
of a graphic design class led by 
WUHS art teacher Susannah Grav-
el. Bissaillon, who graduated from 
WUHS in June, was one of many 
area youths who participated in a 
wealth of volunteer activities on 
behalf of the ORT in its first year of 
operations.    Photo Provided
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Williamson-Group.com • 802.457.2000

CORNISH, NH • Fox Run – very special 
5BDRM/5BA estate designed by Architect 
Charles Platt.  Gardens were designed by 
respected landscape designer Ellen Biddle 
Shipman. A true piece of history that rarely 
becomes available. $1,500,000.

WOODSTOCK • Well-maintained lovely 
1920’s Cape located on quiet neighborhood 
street, just a quick stroll to downtown shops 
and restaurants, Mt. Peg trailhead and Marsh 
Billings Rockefeller National Park. $499,000.

HARTFORD • .91+/- Quechee building lot 
in desirable location, convenient to amenities. 
Excellent view potential. $60,000.

WOODSTOCK • 7BDRM/8BA historic 
Greek Revival Farmhouse located in 
the heart of the Taftsville community. 
Neighborhood access to wonderful trail 
system. Property currently being operated as 
the Apple Butter Inn. $725,000.

WOODSTOCK • 3BDRM/2BA Cape-style 
family home conveniently located. Playground 
and Vail Field located across the street. Just 
a block or two away from the Woodstock 
Inn, Norman Williams Library, shopping and 
restaurants. $399,000.

WOODSTOCK • Private retreat half mile 
from Woodstock High School and minutes 
from the center of Woodstock Village. 
3BDRM/2BA light-filled home with southern 
exposure and brook on the perimeter. 
$365,000.
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Each Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated

Successfully Selling Real Estate For Over 40 Years
24 Elm • Woodstock VT
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Trail Corps crews work real-
ly hard. On the ORT, it was 
85-90 degrees some days 
and raining the next, and 
they were out there moving 
heavy boards, digging at the 
side of hillsides, and lugging 
heavy stone — all of it man-
aged with COVID protocols 
that summer of 2020.”

On the ORT front, organiz-
ers collaborated with sixth-
grade teachers and students 
from Woodstock Elementary 
School to bring youths to 
the trail site for conserva-
tion education sessions last 
school year. And students 
from a graphic design class 
led by art teacher Susannah 
Gravel at Woodstock Union 
High School also worked on 
potential logo designs for the 
newly created ORT. WUHS 
senior Tom Bissaillon, who 
graduated in June 2021, cre-
ated the final logo.

The collaboration between 
the ORT organizers and the 
UVTA exemplified the mul-
tisector cooperation that 

it took to bring the ORT to 
fruition and to keep it run-
ning successfully through 
its first year and well into 
the future. The ORT team’s 
work with Marsh Billings 
Rockefeller (MBR) National 
Historical Park staff and the 
Vermont Youth Conserva-
tion Corps (VYCC) summer 
program are a case in point. 
Working together this past 
summer, the two ORT com-
munity collaborators moved 
a towering, fallen Norway 
spruce that had been toppled 
in a 2019 windstorm from 
its longtime location near 
the summit of Mt. Tom to a 
nearby pasture and milled it 
in early July. At 33 inches 
in diameter, the 134-year-
old tree was then fashioned 
into spacious, rough-hewn 
benches that now adorn con-
templative river viewpoints 
at several locations along 
the ORT. “The VYCC crew 
cut more than 40 bench-feet 
from 10-inch spruce beams 
in the rain and constructed 

the benches on site,” MBR 
Integrated Resources Pro-
gram Lead Steve Mortillo 
said in an email.

Working independently 
from the MBR/VYCC col-
laborators, other ORT volun-
teers also busied themselves 
over the summer milling and 
building picnic tables that 

Vermont to receive historic home energy assistance funding

MONTPELIER — Governor Phil Scott, Senator 
Patrick Leahy, Senator Bernie Sanders, Con-
gressman Welch, and Department for Children 

and Families announced last Thursday that Vermont has 
received an unprecedented amount of Low Income Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding this year. 

The program received $49 million in LIHEAP funding, 
augmented by a one-time block grant increase autho-
rized under the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The 
Department for Children and Families typically receives 
approximately $20 million each year. LIHEAP benefits are 
designed to support eligible households with their heating 
and energy needs.

 “These additional funds will allow us to do a number 
of things to help the vulnerable, including increasing fuel 
benefits; providing more money for weatherization ser-
vices, including furnace repair and replacement; increasing 
the number of gallons or cords of wood you can receive 
under the crisis fuel program; provide a one-time check of 
$400 to those who qualify to offset electric heat, benefit-
ting 18,000 households; and more,” said Governor Scott. 
“This increase is due to Senator Leahy, Senator Sanders 
and Congressman Welch, who work incredibly hard to 
protect our most vulnerable each and every day. We’re so 
grateful for their efforts, and I want to thank them for all 
they do to help us back home in Vermont.”

“I’ve supported LIHEAP since its beginning 40 years 

ago for one simple reason: No Vermonter, no American, 
should have to choose between heating their home and 
putting food on the table or purchasing an essential med-
ication,” said Senator Leahy. “In my role on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, I am proud to have worked to 
secure increased funding so that Vermont families in need 
can have nearly 90 percent of their heating bills covered 
this winter. Now I have something to ask of you. If you 
think you might be eligible for this assistance, please reach 
out to your local community action agency and apply. Our 
work in Washington is only the first step. The last step, the 
most important one, is when Vermont families sign up for 
the program and receive the home heating help they need. 
This assistance could not have come at a more important 
time with fuel bills projected to rise steeply this winter.”

“We have a moral responsibility to make sure that no one 
in the state of Vermont goes cold in the winter time, and 
that’s exactly what we are doing by more than doubling 
federal LIHEAP funding,” said Senator Sanders. “I’m 
very proud that this substantial increase means far more 
Vermonters will receive the benefits they need, and I thank 
the state of Vermont and our Community Action Agencies 
for the great work they do helping Vermonters stay warm 
through the winter.”

“The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) serves as a lifeline for many vulnerable Ver-
monters, helping to ensure that they don’t have to make 

the impossible choice between paying their heating and 
energy bills or putting food on the table,” said Congress-
man Peter Welch. “The pandemic has only increased the 
need for more funding to ensure our communities get relief 
during the challenging winter months of these already 
trying times. The additional LIHEAP funding through the 
American Rescue Plan will allow more families to get 
the help they need. I’ll continue to fight for the highest 
possible level of funding to make sure that the low-income, 
elderly and disabled Vermonters who rely on this program 
are supported in the coming months.”

In 2021-22, Seasonal Fuel Assistance benefits will, on 
average, increase from $912 to $1,522, and cover 89 per-
cent of a household’s seasonal fuel bill.

Eligibility:
•  Households may be eligible for Seasonal Fuel Assis-

tance if their gross household incomes are equal to or less 
than 185 percent of the federal poverty level — regardless 
of the resources they own (e.g., savings accounts, retire-
ment accounts, and property).

• Households may be eligible for Crisis Fuel Assistance 
if their gross household incomes are equal to or less than 
200 percent of the federal poverty level and they are expe-
riencing a crisis. 

To learn more about these benefits, visit dcf.vermont.
gov/benefits/crisis-fuel.

now also enhance the river 
access spots along the trail. 
“Fred Schlabach of East 
Pomfret designed the tables, 
sourced the wood, and pre-
pared picnic table kits,” Tom 
Weschler stated. “We then 
organized a volunteer day 
to have community mem-
bers assemble the tables and 

then place them along the 
trail. With both the benches 
and the picnic tables, ORT 
asked Woodstock residents 
to sponsor a bench or table as 
a fundraiser,” Weschler con-
tinued. “And with that effort, 
we raised enough money to 
fund what we believe will be 
our annual trail maintenance 

costs for the next one to two 
years.”

Richardson concluded his 
conversation about the inau-
gural year of the ORT on a 
particularly thankful note.

“The biggest thing for me 
is that it has just been great to 
see people out there and ac-
tive on the trail,” the UVTA 
staff member and ORT 
trail manager offered. “The 
whole accessibility thing, 
seeing so many families with 
young kids, even some with 
all-terrain strollers, and the 
older people who may be a 
little unstable on their feet 
who use the trail because of 
the way it is set up and its 
safety — it’s all been so grat-
ifying. There just aren’t very 
many of these kinds of trails 
around. It’s a great benefit 
for the community.”

To learn more about the 
Ottauquechee River Trail, 
contact Trail Manager Ran-
dy Richardson at 603-229-
2210 or via email at randy.
richardson@uvtrails.org.

A picnic table, built from a kit designed by carpenter Fred Schlabach of East 
Pomfret, adorns a river viewpoint along the Ottauquechee River Trail in East 
Woodstock.             Photo Provided


